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Mint of the United States 
Philadelphia 
December 15, 1865 


Hon. Hugh McCulloch 
Secretary of the Treasury 


Sir: 

By the 5" Section of the Act of Congress approved March 3, 1865, entitled “An Act to 
authorize the coinage of three cent piece , and for other purposes,” it is enacted, that in addition 
to the devices and legends upon the gold, silver, and other coins of the united States, it shall be 
lawful for the Director of the Mint, with the approval of the Secretary of the Treasury, to cause 
the motto, “In God we trust,” to be placed upon such coin, hereafter to be issued, as shall admit 
of such legend thereon. 

In pursuance of this authority, I directed then Engraver of the Mint to prepare dies, with 
the motto, for such gold and silver coins as would admit of the addition. The execution of this 
order required time, care, and skill, and I now forward to you specimens in copper, of the Double 
Eagle, Eagle, and Half Eagle (gold coins) and the Dollar, Half Dollar and Quarter Dollar (silver 
coins) with the motto “In God we trust,” on the reverse of each coin, for your approval or 
otherwise, as required by law. The other gold and silver coins are too small to receive the motto, 
so as to be legible. The retention of the existing legends, and devices will not admit of greater 
prominence being given to the motto on the coins, but the addition as now presented on the 
specimens add much to the appearance of our coinage. 

Should you approve the specimens submitted, I will at once cause to be struck, with the 
motto, gold and silver coins of the denomination represented by the specimens. 

I propose to direct the Engraver to revise and remodel the dies for the gold and silver 
coins, so that retaining the legal devices and legends, he may by change of size, position, etc., 
give to the cons with the motto a more artistic and elegant appearance. I think it can be done. If 
successful, I will submit them to you for your judgment and approval. For this purpose not 
additional legislation is required. 


Yours, very respectfully, 
James Pollock, 
Director 


